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Now is the time to be-
gin watching what U.S.
senators do and say. Next
year, 35 of them will be up
for re-election and will
want to irritate as few
voters as possible. Specifi-
cally, Sen. Mark Warner of
Virginia will be a good one
to watch.

Gene Puckett,
Midlothian
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The argument for a
higher minimum wage is
that everyone that works
full-time should make
enough to get above the
poverty line. Obamacare
has led to a historic rush
to make more workers
part-time, thus ensuring
they don’t get above the
poverty line.

Mike Walton,
Henrico
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I don’t recall seeing
much comment on the
amount of rebates or tax
credits electric and plug-
in hybrid car owners re-
ceived when purchasing
these cars. Some rebates/
tax credits are as much
$7,500. If I received that
much reward for purchas-
ing one of these cars, I
would hand over $100 to
the state with a big smile.

Billy J. Braughton,
Henrico
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I’m just a simple coun-
try girl, but I cannot for
the life of me understand
how the Dow Jones indus-
trial average can be over
so high when the govern-
ment is going bankrupt,
unemployment is raging
and all you hear is how
horrible the American
economy is performing.
So why the Dow is blos-
soming?

Gale Giegerich,
Richmond
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With the continued
marginal job performance
of the president and the
Congress, there appears to
be a light at the end of the
tunnel. That light just may
come in the form of Dr.
Benjamin Carson, the
Johns Hopkins neurosur-
geon. If he actually de-
cides to get into politics
after he retires from medi-
cine in the near future,
look out, Washington!
Perhaps the career poli-
ticians should start
looking over their shoul-
ders. America deserves
better than what it has
now.

Charles R. Elam III,
North Chesterfield

v v v

Whew! I’m glad scien-
tists have figured out that
our universe is 80 million
years older than they first
thought, coming in now at
13.8 billion years. It’s been
keeping me up at night
along with other pesky
problems like Big Bang
sequestration, our astro-
nomical debt, spending as
high as the moon, Iran’s
warp speed to make nukes
…

Joseph Ondishko,
Richmond

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: Please
provide your first and last name,
street address, the locality in
which you live, and daytime
telephone number for verifica-
tion. Each selected comment will
appear with the contributor’s
name and locality only. Your
2 Cents appears Sundays on
the Back Fence. Messages are
subject to editing, and not all
can be published. Please try to
keep comments to fewer than
50 words.

To launch a main event like
the recently concluded
TEDxRVA, you have to

make a lot of noise.
To get attention.
Attract sponsors who pay the

bills.
To pull off a never-been-done

extravaganza.
Win over believers.
Congratulations to the orga-

nizers and sweat-equity teams
behind the inaugural event
aimed at inspiring more creativi-
ty in our region.

Mission completed. Take a
bow.

Seeing the long-vacant power
plant near the James River come
to life as a downtown stage to
showcase bursts of innovative
thoughts and motivation for
seizing opportunities was noth-
ing short of amazing.

TEDxRVA (which stands for
Technology, Entertainment,
Design, Richmond style) now
nicely compliments a growing list
of Capital of Creativity initiatives
such as the Greater Richmond
Chamber’s i.e.*, whose niche is
encouraging entrepreneurs and
small-businesses looking to pros-
per and add jobs here.
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Ready for TEDxRVA II? With
the hoopla over, here are some
thoughts about next steps:

Adjust the purpose.
The TED formula should be

location agnostic. The “where”
shouldn’t matter when it comes
to aggregating ideas, encourage-
ment, lessons and stories of
achievement.

In Richmond, which was for-
tunate to attract a TED program,
we’re the capital city that’s al-
ways at a crossroads. No matter
how hard we try to collaborate,
we remain an itchy shirt. That
could explain some of the stage
bravado being an overload of
emotion that Richmond needs to
change — finally realize its po-

tential — and we’re the people
who are going to do it.

Rock it. And then the world.
If that’s going to be the case,

then future TEDxRVA programs
should consider aiming at spe-
cific targets.

Or different audiences.
First the target:
A growing segment of Rich-

mond gets the creativity push.
That’s progress. So rather than
stay so general in the pitch, zero
in on an area where motivation
and examples of beating the
odds can work best. Two sugges-
tions: The systematic poverty in
the urban areas of the region.
And middle schools.

Every Richmonder knows the
concentration of poverty is one
of the most, if not the most,
nagging detriments of our re-
gion. The mayor’s call to action
has resulted in an anti-poverty
report full of remedies and new
courses.

Bolt the next generations of
TEDx to this problem and make
a real difference. Take the show
of achievement and uplifting
stories into the teeth of desper-
ation, needs and struggles so it
accelerates the spirit of renewal
and the importance of hope.

Also, applying TEDxRVA to the
middle schools could advance
the progress made in the ele-
mentary grades. Important
awareness already exists that the
next renaissance of public
schools will be fought and won
in these middle grades, especial-
ly when it comes to averting
repeated flight to county or pri-
vate schools.

Use something like TEDx to

further embolden those making
progress and provide incentives
to schoolchildren who then can
take their knowledge, expecta-
tions and determination into the
high schools for the next major
pivot.

v v v

About the different audience:
I have to agree with Work It,
Richmond’s Jacob Geiger that
those who filled the seats at the
TEDxRVA program tended to be
the usual crowd. That’s not a
criticism. We need consistent
supporters to remain engaged.
But future audiences should be
the self-defined skeptics of the
creativity movement or those
who never get a chance to be
part of innovation programs, so
they get a different view of the
changing culture — first-hand.

The upshot would be a broad-
ening of backers. And the punc-
turing of the perception that
this, too, won’t last.

Now that there’s a formula to
put on TEDxRVA, work harder
on the audience mix. The goal
should be an audience who

often doesn’t normally hang
with one another — like the
curious minds who flock from all
corners of the world to attend
the granddaddy of inspirational
speech, the originating TED
Talks in California. Our result
from the all-day program should
be the emergence of new part-
ners who unexpectedly come
together for the advancement of
Richmond pride, forming a next
wave of fixers, originators and
supporters.

Since we’re talking about
creativity, go beyond the usual
suspects and pull in new talent
and energy.

The normally reliable support-
ers can still help organize. But
involving a different audience
could do wonders for Richmond.

And then we can really change
the world. Again.

Tom Silvestri is president and publisher of
the Richmond Times-Dispatch. He attend-
ed parts of TEDxRVA on Friday, March 22.
He didn’t think it was too cold in the
unheated concrete building. He also found
it humorous some people were just discov-
ering that parking availability is vital to
Richmond’s downtown success. Creative
thoughts, folks.

TEDxRVA

BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCH

About 550 people showed up at TEDxRVA for a day of creative conversation March 22 inside the old power plant building along the Canal Walk.

After a good talk, time to expand

Tom Silvestri
tsilvestri@timesdispatch.com

A bright display at TEDxRVA called attention to the 800 million people
in the world who do not have access to potable water.

♦ A couple uses
music and the middle
school band to help
their autistic daughter
overcome bullying
from her peers. On
Monday’s Op/Ed page.

“I was one of the lucky ones who was wounded and came home. The real heroes were the ones
who didn’t come home.” – Judge Ernest P. Gates

Ernest Gates was born June 16, 1924 in
Chesterfield. His father was the county sheriff, so
Gates grew up around the Chesterfield Courthouse.
He wanted to join the Air Force, but a nose injury
suffered while playing football at Hampden-Sydney
College altered his plans, and Gates volunteered for
the Navy in 1942. “Everybody was signing up. It
never entered my mind that I wouldn’t join,” he said.

Gates remained in college while awaiting orders
and finally received his commission in June 1944.
He served in Norfolk and Charleston, S.C., before
being assigned to Landing Ship Medium (LSM) 167
in August 1944. From there, it was on to Hawaii and
later the invasion of Okinawa on Easter Sunday 1945.
Gates’ unit was responsible for transporting and
unloading the battalion howitzers amidst kamikaze
attacks that caused destruction all around them. “It
was very frightening, but still exciting,” he recalled.

Gates was wounded on April 15, 1945, though
he is unsure whether it was a kamikaze attack or
bomb shrapnel that caused the damage. After several
operations, Gates was transferred to Saipan, received
further treatment and eventually returned to the U.S.
for more surgeries. “I was one of the first wounded to
receive penicillin, and as a result I was able to recov-
er,” he said. The injuries forced Gates to retire from
the Navy as a lieutenant on Sept. 1, 1946, and he
resumed his studies at Hampden-Sydney. After gradu-
ation, Gates attended law school at Washington and
Lee University. He worked in private practice for a
time before being elected commonwealth’s attorney
for Chesterfield in 1956. Gates was eventually
sworn in as judge of the 12th Circuit Court and
retired in 1987. Until 2010, the father of six
and grandfather of 16 served as a designated
judge for the state of Virginia.

Virginia Heroes
A weekly series honoring Virginia’s veterans

Businesses interested in sponsorship of Virginia Heroes should contact Doris Ann Kane at dkane@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6291

SPONSORED BYThe Virginia War Memorial’s
2nd Annual 5K Run-Walk To Remember & Veterans Transition Fair

Saturday, April 6, 2013 • Run-Walk – 8 a.m. • Fair – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For details and sign-up visit www.vawarmemorial.org

The Virginia War Memorial - Closed Today - Sunday, March 31 CowanGates.com


